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humans, grouped by family of virus. In deference to epidemiology and tradition the
arboviruses are discussed together. Miscellaneous viral diseases of humans are also
grouped separately, for the agents ofhepatitis and the subacute spongiform encephal-
opathies still defy definitive categorization.
The chapters average twenty pages in length, the ideal number for pleasant
reading. Each chapter is organized similarly, a rarity in this era of multi-authored
texts. The photographic reproductions are excellent. The few faults and omissions
are minor. One, not two, Yale workers died of Lassa fever (page 222). The numerous
cross-references to different chapters throughout the book are helpful, but this reader
felt that certain topics such as congenital viral syndromes should be covered thor-
oughly in one chapter rather than diffusely in several chapters.
Medical Virology should be useful to pediatricians, microbiologists, and infectious
disease specialists as a guide to an ever-changing field. Though Medical Virology is
probably too terse in its treatment of viral molecular biology to be helpful to the
student learning this subject for the first time, the quality and price are such that the
purchase of this book would be a worthwhile investment for medical students.
Exciting progress is being made in medical virology, and it is hoped that Fenner
and White will not wait another six years to write the third edition of this fine book.
PHILLIP I. TARR
Medical Student
Yale University School of Medicine
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Genius, like creativity, is an elusive notion, defying definition or prescription. Once
on display, however, the work of genius is as self-evident as the greatest fresco,
sculpture, or ballet. This collection of the late Dr. Katzir-Katchalsky's papers shines
as such a work ofgenius. Though the topics and treatments vary considerably, each
paper demonstrates an amazing clarity, simplicity, and synthesis of thought and
expression.
The collection spans twenty-five years of published work, and includes selections
from physiology to physics to philosophy. Grouped by general topic, the reprintings
begin with some of Dr. Katchalsky's pioneering work in the theory of polyelectro-
lytes. The next set applies these thermodynamic and kinetic notions to mechanichem-
ical systems, such as collagen and striated muscle. Irreversible thermodynamics and
network thermodynamics, approaches for which Dr. Katchalsky is most renowned,
are then illustrated in six fascinating and lucid papers. Further applications of
thermodynamic and biochemical theory to sugar-peptide interactions and red cell
membrane physiology follow, and the volume is closed by five essays on science and
the humanities. In these, Katchalsky ties together themes from entropy, organization,
flow, and human values in an optimistic synthesis.
As a tribute to a dedicated biophysicist the collection is memorable indeed. As a
vibrant illustration of insight and simplicity applied to the problems of life and
science, it is an outstanding work. There are better sources for systematic instruction
in each of the areas treated, e.g., Nonequilibrium Thermodynamics and Biophysics,
by Katchalsky and Curran. But for reading that is truly inspirational to biophysicist
and biologist alike it is unsurpassed, and recommended highly.
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